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A brief history of the Glaciers’ 
initiative and the climate law
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The (my) point of departure

IPCC Assessment Report 4 (2007), 
Working Group III (mitigation & adaptation)

word count:
«less»:   5 hits
«no»/«none»:   7 hits
«more»: 29 hits
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UNFCCC COP21, Paris 2015

Aims of the Paris Agreement

● Limit global warming to well below 2C / 1.5C
● Net zero emissions
● Financial flows consistent with that goal
● Principle of shared but differentiated 

responsibilities and respective capabilities
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UNFCCC COP21, Paris 2015

Switzerland and the “Coalition of the 
High Ambitious” at COP21 in Paris

● “Would be glad to be on track fo 2°C”
● “You know our parliament, don’t you”
● “Do you think the others are serious?”
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The Glaciers’ initiative

“ ‘Paris’ is an immense 
promise, but it does not 
fulfil itself. The enemies 
are still powerful. The 
task now is to use the 
momentum and claim 
what has been promised 
by the governments. Now 
begins a big work.”



7

The Glaciers’ initiative
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The Glaciers’ initiative

Economiesuisse: 
"The initiative takes up an 
important concern, but 
overshoots the mark by far 
and is therefore a fire hazard 
[«brandgefährlich»]. "
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The Glaciers’ initiative
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The Glaciers’ initiative
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The Glaciers’ initiative
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From the Glaciers’ initiative to the climate law
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● Aug. 2018 : Foundation of the Association suisse pour la protection du climat
● Mai 2019 : Launch of the Glaciers’ initiative
● Aug. 2019 : The Federal Council adopts the goal “net zero 2050”
● Nov. 2019 : Deposit of the signatures
● July 2021 : Message of the Federal Council; direct counter-project
● Oct. 2021 : The Commission of the National Council starts its deliberations
● Mar. 2022 : The National Council adopts the direct counter-proposal
● June 2022 : The National Council adopts the indirect counter-proposal (Climate law)
● Sep. 2022 : The Council of States adopts the Climate law
● Jan. 2023 : the SVP/UDC deposits the signatures of the referendum v. the Climate law
● 18 June 2023 : Popular vote on the Climate law



From the Glaciers’ initiative to the climate law
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Ruedi Noser, Councillor 
of States 

Anthony Patt, Prof. for 
Climate Policy ETHZ
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The climate law

Bundesgesetz über die Ziele im 
Klimaschutz, die Innovation und die 
Stärkung der Energiesicherheit

Loi fédérale sur les objectifs en matière de 
protection du climat, sur l’innovation et sur 
le renforcement de la sécurité énergétique

Legge federale sugli obiettivi in materia di 
protezione del clima, l’innovazione e il 
rafforzamento della sicurezza energetica
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The climate law



The climate law in a time of crisis
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Thanks for your interest!
Contacts Association suisse pour la protection du climat:

Dimitri Rougy, media representative, 076 681 81 78
Marie Vanolli, media representative Romandie, 079 362 33 19
Sophie Fürst, campaign co-director,

079 321 88 74
Michèle Andermatt, campaign co-director, 079 671 28 54
Marcel Hänggi, scientific collaborator, 078 743 40 65


